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Network Overview
OUR MISSION AND VISION

Our Mission and Vision
The 2030 Districts Network is a non-profit, non-partisan
organization created to respond to the connection between
climate change and the global building sector. The Network
has adopted the 2030 Challenge for Planning as designed by
Architecture 2030. This challenge comprises a broad set of
incremental targets for energy use, water consumption and
transportation emissions. For existing buildings, it calls for a
50% reduction by the year 2030. For new construction it
targets net zero emissions.
Many municipalities have adopted ambitious climate goals
and many more will do so. 2030 Districts engage the local
owners and service providers who can help municipalities
meet their goals. 2030 Districts represent the “boots on the
ground” doing the hard work to address climate change
adaption in the built environment.

“If the world is to meet the 1.5°C
carbon budget set in the 2015 Paris
Agreement, we must provide the
necessary leadership and reduce CO2
emissions in the entire built
environment by 50-65% by 2030 and
reach zero carbon by 2040.”
Architecture 2030
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550+

23 DISTRICTS
Including two in Canada

Million square feet of
participating real estate

3100+

1400+

Participating buildings

Member organizations
Albuquerque
The District includes 45 owners/managers, 265 buildings, 36 professional
members and 10 community members. The District works with its
members developing plans to achieve carbon neutrality through building
efficiency and decarbonization.

Ann Arbor
The District includes 32 owners, 30 buildings, 33 professional members
and 10 community members. The Districts works closely with its
members to provide energy audits to help demonstrate where energy
efficiency projects can benefit buildings.

Burlington

The Burlington 2030 District is a program of the Vermont Green Building
Network. The District includes 39 owners, over 250 buildings, 6
professional members and 7 community members. The District's
Property Energy Plan (PEP) reports are widely known in the community
as a great resource for building owners to make informed investment
decisions and work towards achieving building energy reduction
performance goals.

www.2030districts.org
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Cincinnati
The Cincinnati District is an initiative of Green Umbrella, the region's
sustainability alliance. The District includes 46 owners and tenant
members, 320 buildings, 34 professional and 35 community members.
The District developed an Occupant Health Guide, with metrics to help
members create a healthy building environment. They offer a free
building walk-through program to provide its members a broad analysis
and overview of buildings' energy and water savings opportunities.

Cleveland

The Cleveland District is a stand-alone non-profit with over 66M sq ft of
participating property in Downtown and University Circle, the cultural,
educational and medical center of the city. Their Building Education
Series in collaboration with local organizations offers the latest
technologies in green building and a platform to share best practices
among members. Their Green Building Challenge, conducted with USGBC
Ohio, recognizes projects that help achieve the 2030 goals.

Dallas
The Dallas District includes 21 owners, 45 buildings, 11 professional
members and 20 community members. The District holds a wide variety
education sessions for its members and has an informative social media
presence.

Denver
The Denver District is a stand alone non-profit organization which
includes 21 owners, 52 buildings, 18 professional members and 11
community members.

www.2030districts.org
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Detroit
The District includes 54 owners, 196 buildings, 45 professional members
and 36 community members. The successful House of Worship program
brings together facilities from the faith community interested in helping
to battle climate change.

Erie
The Erie 2030 District is a program of Green Building Alliance. The
District includes 17 property partners with 120 buildings totaling over
4.9M square feet.

Grand Rapids
The District is a program of the West Michigan USGBC Chapter. The
District includes 52 owners, 61 buildings, 20 professional members and
28 community members. Their Energy Assistance Program helps small
businesses address sustainability. The program is available in English
and Spanish.

Greater Victoria
Launched in 2021, this District is hosted by the BOMA BC, with support of
federal and municipal governments, the University of Victoria, and energy
utilities. This is Canada’s second 2030 District, located in the capital
region of British Columbia, Canada. Participants include 11 property
managers, with 36 buildings and 3.7 million sq ft of space.

www.2030districts.org
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Ithaca
The Ithaca District is a project of the Tompkins County Climate Protection Initiative and includes 30 owners, 39 buildings, 5 professional
members and 10 community members. The District collects energy and
water data to benchmark each building, providing property members a
link to an online dashboard allowing them to track progress towards the
2030 goals. The District works with the City’s building decarbonization
campaign, part of the commitment to carbon neutrality by 2030.

New York City
The New York City District includes 10 owners, 125 buildings, 10
professional members and 9 community members. The District is working
closely with the Brooklyn Navy Yard on its redevelopment project.

Philadelphia
The Philadelphia District is a program of Green Building United. The
District includes 19 property owners, 288 buildings, 6 professional
partners, and 11 community partners. The District works alongside the
City of Philadelphia’s Energy Benchmarking program and works closely
with the City, Universities, and The School District of Philadelphia to help
implement policies that further energy efficiency and green buildings.

Pittsburgh
The Pittsburgh District is a program of Green Building Alliance. The
District includes over 150 organizations, over 550 buildings totaling over
86M square feet. The Pittsburgh District allows participation outside of its
boundary, providing support, education and technical assistance to
almost 1,000 buildings totaling over 100M square feet. In 2019 (before
COVID), the District introduced an air quality metric to track efforts to
improve indoor air quality for building occupants.

www.2030districts.org
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Portland, ME
The Portland, Maine District includes 6 owners, 32 buildings and 2
community members. The program was originally hosted by the Greater
Portland Council of Governments.

San Antonio
The San Antonio District includes 31 owners, 84 buildings, 9 professional
members and 11 community members. The District is working with its
members to adopt a development metric to track urban sprawl.

San Diego
The San Diego District includes 4 owners, 57 buildings, 2 professional
members and 2 community members.

San Francisco
The San Francisco District includes 18 owners, 45 buildings, 17
professional members and 13 community members.

www.2030districts.org
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Seattle
The Seattle 2030 District is a stand alone non-profit organization and was
the first District, established in 2011. The District includes 58 owners with
213 buildings, 59 professional members and 20 community organizations.
Their Energy Roadmap Competition in 2021 was incredibly successful.

Stamford
The Stamford District includes 19 owners, 71 buildings, 12 professional
members and 14 community members.

Toronto
The Toronto District is a stand alone non-profit organization which
includes 20 owners, 93 buildings, 38 professional members and 13
community members. The first Canadian District works closely with multi
family buildings.

Tucson
The Tucson District includes 26 owners, 23 buildings, 13 professional
members and 9 community members.

www.2030districts.org
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DISTRICT PROGRAMS
As described above, 2030 Districts and their members are all striving to achieve the
same goals laid out by Architecture 2030. But each District is unique given the various
locations and the needs of their local market. A local board or advisory committee led
by the private sector sets the priorities for each District. While leadership comes from
the private sector, each District has the support of the public sector as local
municipalities are members or active participants.
The Network develops programs to be adapted to the local Districts but most have
developed their own programs to help their members. While tactics are different in
each community, every District convenes, educates, demonstrates, advocates,
facilitates and celebrates their members. Below are examples of successful local
programs.

Cleveland Green Building Challenge
Cleveland 2030 District holds an annual, friendly Green
Building Challenge in partnership with USGBC Ohio
Northeast Region. Traditionally, this measured reductions
in energy use, water use, and transportation emissions
from baseline values of participating 2030 members. Since
the pandemic had a varied impact on occupancy and how
buildings now operate, this year they amended the
Challenge to recognize exemplary projects from across
Northeast Ohio in five categories: Overall Exemplary
Project, Energy Reduction / Management, Water
Conservation / Management, Transportation Emissions
Reduction, and Healthy Buildings. You can learn more and
find the winners on the Cleveland website.

www.2030districts.org
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Pittsburgh UN Center of Excellence
The Pittsburgh 2030 District's sponsor
organization, Green Building Alliance,
signed an agreement with UNECE
launching the Greater Pittsburgh’s
International Center of Excellence on
High Performance Building. Pittsburgh is the second Center of Excellence in a global
network of sustainability experts tasked with disseminating and deploying UNECE’s
Framework Guidelines for Energy Efficiency Standards in Buildings. As part of
UNECE’s high performance building initiative, the Centers will distill best practices
in design, construction, training, and policy into scalable solutions, catalyzing
economies based on human health and equitable opportunity. The 2030 District will
play a vital role in the efforts.
The Center’s programs will:
Train architects, engineers, planners, contractors, and tradespeople in best
practices for sustainable construction, design, and deep energy reduction
Provide expertise to projects implementing new technologies or building
methods, in addition to creating demonstration projects for early stage products
and financing models
Collaborate with local universities and companies to develop innovative building
policies, products, technologies, and finance mechanisms
Advocate for changes in local and state policy, including building codes, zoning
incentives, energy regulation, and climate and resilience strategies
Partner to create an economic development strategy based on clean energy and a
healthy, resilient built environment

www.2030districts.org
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Seattle 2021 Energy Roadmap Competition
The Seattle District held an Energy Roadmap Competition in
2021. The Challenge called for designers to develop a plan for 3
existing buildings to become net-zero by 2030. The competition
had 5 teams that created strategies for each building to reach the
targets. The winning group boldly envisioned the 1111 Third
Avenue Building including occupancies, structural
features, facades, and MEP systems transforming over the course of three years. The roadmap
demonstrates a holistic decarbonization plan with impacts well beyond the building itself.
The District Carbon Team presented their proposal and answered questions at an education
forum and were announced as the winners at the 2022 Vision Awards. The competition was
funded in part by the Whole Foods Market Community Giving Program. The solutions from the
competition should inspire and generate ideas for building owners and managers as the
commercial building market adapts to new State and City performance standards for existing
buildings.

Cincinnati Healthy Building Metric
The Cincinnati 2030 District developed the 2030 District Occupant
Health Guide, which summarizes and compiles data from community health sources and crosscompares the top health issues
with the design strategies from the International WELL Building
Institute.
District stakeholders recognized a need to bolster health outcomes for the regional workforce and
saw the opportunity to pioneer occupant health as an innovative fourth pillar along with energy,
water and transportation emissions. The growing movement to design buildings that promote
well-being and improve the health of building occupants offers an opportunity to significantly
enhance community health outcomes, while increasing the performance and capabilities of
organizations and individuals. A healthy, high-performing building network offers an exciting
new opportunity for Cincinnati and another way to distinguish the innovative work happening
within their community.

www.2030districts.org
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Local Climate Policy Work
While each 2030 District works closely with individual owners to help them reduce their carbon
emissions through energy, water and transportation emissions reductions, the greatest effect a
2030 District can have to create change at scale is through their work on local policy. The
following District efforts are just a few examples of local policy Districts have affected.

Ithaca
The Ithaca 2030 District and its members worked with the city to pass
the Green New Deal for Ithaca. This ambitious plan calls for the city
to be carbon neutral by the year 2030. The 2030 District has
partnered with the city on a variety of programs to help its members
to achieve carbon neutrality. Most recently, the District and the city
are working with a new funding model which will allow owners to
enter into performance contracts with local providers and have the
city support the necessary loans to help them improve their facilities.
Seattle
The Seattle 2030 District was instrumental in working with its
members to help the city to pass a ban on gas hookups for new
development. The new Seattle ordinance bans natural gas for space
heating in new construction of commercial buildings higher than 3
stories, or for use in replacement heating systems in older buildings.
It also prohibits the use of natural gas to heat water in new hotels and
large apartment buildings.
New energy code changes are also part of a broader effort to find ways
to reduce the city’s greenhouse gas pollution from fossil fuels that
drive climate change. The changes give Seattle one of the most
forward-thinking energy codes in the country. District members
worked with city staff to insure the ordinance was written in a way
that would be most effective and also allow them to make financial
adjustments in their planning processes.

www.2030districts.org
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Grand Rapids
The Grand Rapids 2030 District works closely with the City of Grand
Rapids on several green building policy initiatives. The District
advocated for the City of Grand Rapids to be included in the Zero
Cities Project from 2017-2020 which developed many tools and
resources that are serving as the building blocks for current work.
The new Grand Rapids Policies and Programs for Equitable, Healthy,
Zero Carbon Buildings (E.H. Zero) intends to co-create policies and
programs that will equitably reduce carbon from commercial and
residential buildings across the City. During the Zero Cities project,
they developed licensing requirements for the new cannabis industry
that increase energy efficiency in their operations. This includes but
is not limited to joining the GR2030 District, data transparency,
lighting efficiency requirements and the development of a
sustainability plan. Their work in the local cannabis industry served
as an example of co-creating solutions that are good for businesses
and the health of residents.

Philadelphia
The Philadelphia 2030 District worked closely with their city to help
pass a benchmarking ordinance. The Energy Benchmarking and
Disclosure Law (Philadelphia Code section 9-3402) requires large
commercial and multifamily buildings 50,000 square feet and larger
to report their energy and water usage annually to the City of
Philadelphia. The Office of Sustainability (OOS) implements the
program and provides benchmarking support and information
regarding utility energy-efficiency incentive and rebate programs.

www.2030districts.org
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ENERGY, WATER AND TRANSPORTATION EMISSIONS
REDUCTIONS
2019 AND 2020 PROGRESS
District building members are asked to
share their energy, water and transportation data which allows the
Districts to measure progress. Most
Districts keep member data confidential and report only aggregated
District-wide results. The chart on the
right shows the combined energy
reduction from those Districts who
reported for the year 2019 and 2020.
The Network achieved a 30% in
reduction in 2020 which is close to the
2025 goal of a 35% reduction. The
percent reduction resulted in 5,558
million kBtu's of energy avoided in the
year 2020.

SIGNIFICANT ENERGY STATS
Since inception, 1,850,000+ metric tons of CO2 emissions avoided in the Pittsburgh
District member buildings
54,397+ metric tons of emissions avoided in Cincinnati this past year
In 2020, Cleveland reported its members saved enough energy to charge
13,776,560,799 cell phones
The Ithaca District members avoided CO2 emissions, the equivalent of planting 6,940
young trees
$2,200,000 in energy saved by the San Antonio District members in 2019

www.2030districts.org
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NETWORK GOVERNANCE
Network Board
The 2030 Districts Network is a 501-C3 non-profit based in Seattle. The organization is
governed by a Board of Directors from a variety of industries including real estate
organizations around the US and Canada. A permanent seat held by Architecture 2030. The
District Advisory Council, made up of the directors of each District also holds three seats.
The Board works closely with the Executive Directors from all of the independent 2030
Districts which are either stand-alone non-profit organizations or programs of local nonprofits in their area. Below is the current Network Board of Directors:
Cindy Cicigoi
Cleveland 2030 District

Elizabeth Rojas
Cincinnati 2030 District

Eric Drummond
Innovation Corridor

Andrea Pinabell

Tyler Harris
General Services Administration

Jiri Skopek

Cheri Holman
Grand Rapids 2030 District

Tim Thiel
Covestro, LLC

Erin McDade
Architecture 2030

Jason Wood
JoAnn LLC

Brett Phillips
Unico

Jill Ziegler
Brookfield Properties

www.2030districts.org
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Future Plans
Expanded Goals
The 2030 Challenge set incremental reduction targets and District members have committed to 50%
reductions in energy, water, and transportation related emissions for existing buildings, while new
construction and major renovation projects committed to carbon neutrality by 2030. But the conversation
is shifting. At the 26th Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in Glasgow (COP26), Architecture 2030
warned “If the world is to meet the 1.5°C carbon budget set in the 2015 Paris Agreement, we must reduce
CO2 emissions in the entire [existing] built environment by 50-65% by 2030 and reach zero carbon by
2040.” In coming months, the Network will work closely with Architecture 2030 and their science based
targets to adopt a new set of goals. This push for the built environment to "Accelerate to Zero" involves
various strategies including building electrification, increasing renewable energy, reducing embodied
carbon, and advocating for more stringent building codes and decarbonization related policy and
incentives.
Leadership on Climate
The Network is a leader in supporting the creation of a carbon free built environment. As demonstrated in
this report, there is significant progress being made towards the goals of energy, water and transportation
emissions reduction in the built environment. However, there is much work to do and it needs to happen
quickly. All of the organizations which have signed up for their local 2030 Districts have agreed to meet the
important goals. Each District is working to create programs to help individual buildings make the
transition to a carbon free economy and many Districts are working to help form policies to aid their entire
market.
While there are other programs and platforms with lofty goals, the 2030 Districts are one of the few
requiring buildings to measure their progress towards goals. The 2030 Districts are also one of the few
programs where all of the most important organizations come together to work collectively towards goals.
The "boots on the ground" in the form of the real estate owners to the service providers to the community
groups are all striving to meet the important goals for the built environment.
The Network looks to develop partnerships with like-minded organizations and will continue to be a
convener of the existing twenty-three Districts and establish programs to help members address climate
change in their cities. The Network is actively seeking to establish new Districts. As this grass-roots effort
expands, more municipalities, building owners and managers will be engaged in reaching the 2030 goals
and our ability to keep global warming from reaching the 1.5 degree Celsius target will be exponentially
better.
If your city has an interest in creating a District, or if your firm would like to support the Network’s work,
please contact the Network Executive Director, Dave Low: davelow@2030districts.org

www.2030districts.org
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