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Introduction

Across the United States, 2030 Districts® have formed to
meet the energy, water and vehicle reduction emissions
targets for existing buildings and new construction called
for by Architecture 2030 in the 2030 Challenge for Planning
and Buildings.
2030 Districts® are unique private/public partnerships,
where property owners and managers, together with local
governments, businesses, and community stakeholders,
provide a business model for urban sustainability through
collaboration, leveraged financing, and shared resources.
Together they develop and implement creative strategies,
best practices and verification methods for measuring
progress towards this common goal.
First established in Seattle by Brian Geller, 2030 Districts®
are at the forefront of national grassroots efforts to
create strong environmental partnerships, coalitions, and
collaboration around ambitious, yet achievable, measurable
goals for existing buildings and infrastructure, as well as
new development.

A Private/Public Partnership

While 2030 Districts are as naturally diverse as the communities they represent,
private sector leadership is key, keeping a District connected to market realities and
solutions.
Establishing a 2030 District as
a private sector effort ensures
support from companies and
businesses, as well as public
sector institutions, by aligning
competing businesses around
a common mission and goal
with shared ownership and
accountability. The voluntary
participation of 2030 Districts
allows private businesses the
opportunity to distinguish
themselves as market leaders,
while the monitoring and

tracking of progress assures
participation in the effort.
The private sector leadership
of 2030 Districts and the 2030
Challenge for Planning goals
provide a consistent vision for
short- and long-term targets, and
guides future business decisions,
strategic planning, municipal
infrastructure and programs, as
well as incentives and policies.
Support from the public
sector is essential for a successful
private/public partnership. States

and local governments play an
important role in 2030 District
development by creating new or
modifying existing incentives and
government programs to support
private sector stakeholders in
collectively achieving the 2030
District goals. The public sector
also implements district-wide
solutions involving infrastructure
and municipally owned utilities.
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Why Districts?
The 2030 District approach to energy, water and transportation emissions reduction
targets provides the opportunity for large-scale, coordinated innovations.

“

The Los Angeles 2030 District’s mission is consistent with the goals
we’ve set for the Better Buildings Challenge. We’re finding great synergies
between the two programs. The BBC/2030 District partnership is a
valuable alliance that can be forged in Districts across the country to
help 2030 Districts realize aggressive energy reduction targets.
-David Hodgins, Executive Director, LA Better Buildings Challenge
Many businesses and organizations develop
sustainability and resource efficiency programs,
but they are often dissimilar, using different
metrics and tools to track progress. A 2030 District
aligns the disparate programs and initiatives
of stakeholders under the specific targets
of the 2030 Challenge for Planning. All 2030
Districts embrace common metrics and tools
to effectively communicate best practices and
progress. Membership in a 2030 District enhances
a stakeholder’s effectiveness in advocating for
public policies and incentives, leveraging existing
programs and support, obtaining discount pricing
on materials and equipment, and pursuing
favorable financing options. Building owners,
managers, and developers participating in a 2030
District understand that by working collectively
toward shared goals they are improving not only
their assets, but also those of their neighbors, and
thereby increasing the entire District’s value and
attraction to tenants, businesses, and patrons.
A geographical boundary for a given

”

2030 District creates a sense of place and
identifies the physical location nationally and
internationally as a beacon of efficient resource
practices, sound economic investments, and
market leaders. Building owners, managers,
and developers participating in 2030 Districts
understand that by working collectively toward
the 2030 District goals they are improving not
only their assets, but those of their neighbors,
increasing the entire District’s value and appeal
to interested tenants and buyers, allowing
them to better compete in the marketplace.
District-scale thinking and aggregated goals also
allow for traction and support for larger discussions
of shared infrastructure, such as district-wide
heat recovery, distributed generation, and other
district efficiencies that can reduce the demand for
resources. Without the shared vision and network of
support that 2030 Districts offer, this type of largescale investment, involving multiple stakeholders
and ownerships, is more difficult to achieve.

“

More than a third of the built environment we see today will exist in
2030. These buildings will exist among new, high performance buildings
that will have been constructed to comply with a progressively more
stringent California energy code. Increasing the energy performance of
existing buildings is absolutely necessary to ensure that these properties
remain competitive in the real estate market of years to come.
-Mark Klein, Founder, Los Angeles 2030 District

”
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Forming the 2030 District
A 2030 District involves the cooperation and collaboration of the following stakeholders:
PRIVATE SECTOR

building owners, managers,
and developers, and
architecture, engineering,
and building services
professionals

COMMUNITY

nongovernmental, nonprofit, and professional
organizations, and

PUBLIC SECTOR

state and local governments.

2030 Districts are predominantly focused on downtown and urban core areas containing
institutional, commercial, and multifamily residential buildings.
These areas are typically larger, consume more energy, water, and resources, and contain multiple
properties under the same ownership and/or management, allowing for meaningful, sizeable, and highimpact change. 2030 Districts stakeholders form a Board of Directors whose membership represents a
minimum of 40% property owners, managers and/or developers, 20% professional stakeholders, and 20%
community stakeholders.

Other
District
Approaches
There are a number of other city, neighborhood, and/or community-scale initiatives
currently being pursued worldwide. These initiatives are typically led by municipalities,
non-profit organizations, and/or a sole developer, with targets and metrics set by
individual participants. Many of these initiatives complement and support 2030
Districts:
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Performance
Areas
and
Targets
The 2030 District Charter establishes ambitious yet attainable targets for energy and water
use, and for reductions in CO2 from vehicle miles travelled (VMT):
Targets for Existing Buildings and
Infrastructure Operations
ENERGY USE
A minimum 20% reduction below the national
average by 2020 with incremental targets,
reaching a 50% reduction by 2030.
WATER USE
A minimum 20% reduction below the District
average by 2020 with incremental targets,
reaching a 50% reduction by 2030.

Targets for New Buildings, Major
Renovations, and New Infrastructure
ENERGY USE an immediate 70% reduction
below the national average, with incremental
targets, reaching carbon neutral by 2030.
WATER USE an immediate 50% reduction below
the current District Average.
CO2E OF AUTO AND FREIGHT an immediate
50% reduction below the current District
Average.

CO2E OF AUTO AND FREIGHT
A minimum 20% reduction below the current
District average by 2020 with incremental targets,
reaching a 50% reduction by 2030.

District and building energy and water use, and transportation data are easily obtained from municipal
and utility records, and property owners and managers. This data is used to set performance baselines and
measure progress towards 2030 District reduction targets. Defining specific targets and timelines allows
2030 Districts to make meaningful, measured, and verifiable progress in areas that are environmentally
critical.

Better Buildings Challenge

Cleveland’s EcoVillage

Living City Block

Oberlin’s Green Project

Emerald Cities

Kansas City’s Green Impact Zone

C40 and Clinton Climate Initiative

New York City’s NYCPlan

Preservation Green Lab

ICLIE (STAR Community Index™)

EcoDistricts

Fort ZED

