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A Letter from our District Director

Greetings!
We are happy to present the 2017 Annual Report for the San Antonio 2030 District.
We are progressing towards our goals and hope that you will share in our excitement
as we address the global challenge of climate change at the local level.
In the effort to tackle climate change, it is crucial to focus on the building sector. According to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration, the building sector consumes nearly half of all energy produced in the United
States. In San Antonio, the building sector is responsible for 59% of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The
increase of GHGs in the atmosphere leads to an increase in the number and the intensity of extreme weather
events, the degradation of our air quality, and limits the amount of available drinking water. Damage caused by
climate change could have a detrimental or devastating impact on San Antonio’s military security, economic
competitiveness, public health, infrastructure, and World Heritage sites.
While the building sector is a major contributor to the problem of climate change, it also holds the key as one
of the most promising solutions to the crisis.
The San Antonio 2030 District began in early 2014, when our original founding members gathered together to
establish a district addressing sustainability and resiliency in the urban built environment while measuring and
tracking progress towards specific goals. Today the district is comprised of over 10 million square feet of
enrolled buildings reflecting diverse uses including small and large commercial office, mixed use, retail, cultural,
civic, and healthcare.
Our members are leaders in our community who have voluntarily pledged their support of the San Antonio
2030 District’s goal to achieve the 2030 Challenge for Planning, calling for a 50% reduction in energy and water
consumption as well as CO2 emissions from commuter transportation by the year 2030. In addition, our
members are committed to responsibly manage stormwater by implementing Low Impact Development (LID)
practices.
The San Antonio 2030 District is a collaborative effort supported by our community. Our volunteers organize
and host events, conduct research, create and update our maps, and assist in recruitment and development.
Our Leadership Advisory Council members draw upon their experience and expertise to guide the district
toward success. Our funders and sponsors make it possible for us to pursue our mission, and our district
members manifest our mission into reality by implementing policies, programs, projects, and initiatives that
drive the triple bottom line: People, planet, and profit.
We are energized by our progress so far and look forward to continuing the transformation of the built
environment from the major contributor of greenhouse gas emissions to a central part of the solution to the
climate and energy crises.
Elizabeth Kertesz, District Director
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About the San Antonio 2030 District
The San Antonio 2030 District is a private-sector-led initiative intended to transform San Antonio’s urban core
by supporting building owners and occupants in their efforts to reduce waste and increase building performance.
By making a no-nonsense business case for efficient operations, the district is driving innovation through
collaboration, leveraged financing, and shared resources. The district model includes a non-competitive
collaborative environment where building owners, community organizations, and industry professionals come
together to share best practices, and drive
innovation in San Antonio's built
environment.The San Antonio 2030 District
building owners and managers commit to
contribute to aggregate energy, water and
transportation emissions, and storm-water
reduction goals of the 2030 District
Network. Additionally, they also commit to
benchmark and sharing their annual building
performance
information, which
is
aggregated to provide a summary of the
district’s progress toward goals. All individual
property level information is kept
confidential. For more information about
the San Antonio 2030 District, please visit
www.2030districts.org/sanantonio.

About SPEER
SPEER, The South-Central Partnership for Energy Efficiency as a Resource, is the fiscal sponsor of the San
Antonio 2030 District. SPEER is a regional energy efficiency organization (REEO), which is dedicated to increasing
and accelerating the adoption of energy efficient products, technologies, and services in Texas and Oklahoma.
SPEER’s work focuses on finding the best market-based approaches to increase energy efficiency and overcoming
persistent market barriers. As a REEO, SPEER looks to advance the understanding and adoption of energy
efficiency as a low-cost energy resource, through education, outreach, and collaboration. SPEER designs,
implements, coordinates, and supports regional projects to promote high energy performance and clean
distributed energy in the built environment. For more information about SPEER, please visit
www.eepartnership.org.
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An Overview - What is a 2030
District?
2030 Districts are a very unique public-private
partnership in designated urban areas across North
America with members that are committed to
reducing energy use, water use, and transportation
emissions. The 2030 Districts are organized to
bring building owners and property managers
together with local governments, businesses, and
community stakeholders to provide a business
model for sustainability through collaboration,
leveraged financing, and shared resources.
With districts in seventeen large cities and over
350 million square feet, the number of districts is
continuing to grow.
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Together the districts benchmark, develop,
implement best practices, create innovative
strategies, as well as establish methods for
measuring progress towards the 2030 District goal.
As an organization, the 2030 District strives to
reduce the environmental impacts of building
construction, as well as their operations. We work
together to recruit building owners as members,
connecting them to professional members that are
willing and able to assist them in meeting their
building's energy and operational efficiency goals.
We provide them with resources, as well as access
to training and the most current technologies. This
model creates a collaborative network of private,
public, and community members working together
to create a healthier, more sustainable city.

Network Update
The 2030 Challenge was conceptualized in 2002 by Ed Mazria of Architecture 2030. Mazria had already realized
that the built environment was a major user of energy and producer of emissions, and that it must become part
of any effective climate change solution. Architecture 2030 developed goals intended for use by the architecture,
engineering, and planning community globally, and provided guidelines for applying them to existing and new
buildings. The complete set of goals was titled the “2030 Challenge” and was adopted by the U.S. Conference of
Mayors and the American Institute of Architects in 2006.The 2030 Districts adapt the built environment goals by
focusing on energy and water efficiency, and transportation emissions within a relatively small geographic area: a
city’s central business district. The first district started in Seattle in 2011; San Antonio’s district was chartered in
2015. Currently the seventeen established district cities have over 350 million square feet committed among
almost 1200 properties large and small.
In 2017, the established districts worked with Architecture 2030 to create the 2030 Districts Network, a 501 (c)
(3) organization that is designed to advance and coordinate the work of the individual districts. Now with the
support of Architecture 2030, we have a full board of directors from diverse industries and we are well positioned
for growth as we support the work and collaborative efforts of all the existing districts.
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2017 San Antonio 2030 District
Summary
2017 was another growth year for the San Antonio
2030 District. Compared with other cities, San
Antonio has a predominance of small businesses and
smaller buildings. The property owners and managers
of the San Antonio 2030 District are working diligently
toward achieving the aggregate goals of the district.
At the end of 2017 the district included:
• 44 member organizations
• 81 committed properties
• 10 million square feet of committed commercial
real estate
The goals for the 2030 Districts were initially
envisioned by the National 2030 Districts Network
and will continue to be assessed and reviewed to
engage the community in measureable and achievable
reductions in energy and water use, transportation
emissions, and to reduce the local storm water runoff
in both existing and new buildings.

End
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The San Antonio 2030 District is made up of multiple
building use types, and each type has a unique energy
and water use baseline. The building type is critical
when evaluating and comparing buildings and measuring
progress. Some buildings may have higher energy use
or water use based on the type of use, operating
schedule, maintenance, occupancy rate, and plug load,
among many other factors.

Participation
According to the U.S.Energy InformationAdministration
(EIA), commercial buildings use approximately 50% of
the energy consumed in the United States. This is a
significant reason that the San Antonio 2030 District
focuses on energy, water, and transportation emissions.
The EIA also cites that commercial buildings used 359
billion gallons of water in 2012 and the National
Resource Defense Council reports that in 2013
commuter transportation accounted for 20% of all
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States. Those
that have joined us in committing their building to
participate in our 2030 District are leaders in their
community and are actively working with us to measure
their progress toward our goals. By improving building
performance they not only contribute to a healthier
environment, but they also lower their operational
costs.
The San Antonio District Boundaries
The San Antonio District is centered in the downtown
area of San Antonio, approximately 3 square miles, with
boundaries established by the District Leadership
Advisory Council. In this area we have over 80 buildings
participating, representing over 8 million square feet of
commercial property.
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District Growth
2017 numbers: 					2018 goals:
81 total properties (26 property owners)
31 property owners
10 community stakeholders				
12 community stakeholders
8 professional stakeholders				
11 professional stakeholders
Additional Goals for 2018:
•

Pilot a member-to-member peer mentorship program to help new members begin benchmarking

•

Recruit 10 new members, add 625,000 square feet of committed buildings

•

Seek grant funding and develop local fiscal sponsorship to build capacity

Energy Progress
The existing buildings participating in the San Antonio 2030 District are committed to a 50% reduction in energy
consumption by 2030. The performance metric is the energy use intensity (EUI) of the building, using the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Energy Star® Portfolio Manager. Portfolio Manager at the time of reporting
was using the 2003 Commercial Building Energy Consumption Survey (CBECS) as the baseline against which
current EUI scores are measured.
Each of the San Antonio 2030 District building members are responsible for inputting and maintaining their
monthly energy use data using Portfolio Manager. The information entered into Portfolio Manager is weather
normalized and is compared to other similar buildings in the region. This data not only allows the building
members to see how they may compare individually to other like buildings, but also track their own improvement
over the years for their building. The data also feeds into the aggregate district performance analysis, which is
reported annually.
In the 2017 performance year, 44
properties have shared their annual
energy consumption, but only 34 of
these
properties
provided
complete data for the 2017
calendar year.The aggregate district
reported reduction includes these
34 properties representing 4.4
million square feet.

kBtu/sf/yr
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ENERGY REDUCTION = CARBON IMPACT
The 19.3% energy (kWh) saved by district members has reduced 6,099.8 metric tons of CO2.

Stormwater Progress
The San Antonio 2030 District established metrics for stormwater
management in 2017. Members are encouraged to implement Low
Impact Development (LID) best practices at their property.
Participation is tracked in a tiered point system. The district will track
the total number of points for all participating properties within the
boundary, with a goal of achieving at least 30 total points by 2030.

**Meets the City's UDC standard for credit/incentive and SARA's Watershed Wise Rebate requirement
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Water Progress
The San Antonio 2030 District building members are
committed to water conservation.
Through
participation in education, conservation, and
infrastructure improvements, the district will
demonstrate leadership in the water community.
Water use data will be collected to establish an
aggregate use that will demonstrate the reduction in
use and leakage.

Transportation Emissions
Progress
The San Antonio 2030 District is actively working
with building members to establish a baseline for
measuring transportation emissions reductions. Stay
tuned in 2019!

The San Antonio 2030 District will develop baseline
water use assumptions and quantifiable metrics by
the end of 2018.

BIG Thank you to our Funders
Please consider a donation to the San Antonio 2030 District. We value and appreciate all the support of our
funders and sponsors.We would not be able to achieve the success we have without your generous support.The
San Antonio 2030 District is valuable to the economic development, health, sustainability, and resiliency of the
city.

Funder: Meadows Foundation
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Sponsors: San Antonio River Authority

Get Involved Today
Interested in becoming a San Antonio 2030 District member?

If your building is in the San Antonio 2030 District boundary you should consider joining
us! As a district, we will help you start benchmarking your building to track your utilities.
Once you share your data with us, we will provide you with assistance in understanding
your data.

If your company provides a service or products to those buildings in our district, you
should consider becoming a Professional Member.This will give you an opportunity to
expand your business to some of the most progressive building owners and property
managers in San Antonio!

If your organizational mission and vision is aligned with that of the San
Antonio 2030 District, please consider becoming a Community Member.
You can work with the district to expand your organizations reach and
collaborate with other members.

Join Us Now!
www.2030districts.org/sanantonio
Like us on Facebook
Stay informed and follow us on Twitter: @SA2030District

Questions about membership?
Email us at info@2030districts.org
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Member Benefits
There are a number of benefits found in participating with the San Antonio 2030 District. It only takes a review
of our property owners/managers to see that they are the progressive leaders in our community, working to
create a shared vision for a more sustainable and resilient San Antonio. Furthermore, the National 2030 Districts
Network is a very fast growing movement across the United States with over 350 million square feet of
committed commercial building space. As a group, we are becoming a model for urban sustainability. Building
owners and managers can improve their competitive positioning, and tenants are more interested in buildings
that have demonstrated an effort to being efficient and sustainable.

Building Owner/Property Manager Benefits

Using Energy Star’s Portfolio Manager, we are able to measure building
specific data, as well as district-wide progress toward our 2030 District
goals. This allows the individual building owners/property managers to
have a metric to include in their energy plans, while contributing to a
district wide initiative.As a building owner/property manager committed
to the San Antonio 2030 District goals, you will receive support with
Portfolio Manager, ensuring that your building's data is up to date and
shows your energy and water consumption accurately. This process
will equip building owners/property managers with more information
to make informed decisions on how to make their buildings as efficient
as they can be.

•

Cost-effective operational efficiency

•

Get recognized as a leader

•

Competitive positioning
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Community Stakeholder Benefits

Professional Stakeholder Benefits

The San Antonio 2030 District collaborates with
various community stakeholders. We work with
community partners to provide educational events
and access for members to share best practices,
network, and address many interesting topics. By
creating a collaborative network with other
organizations, we gain access to industry leaders who
present at events on new technologies or offerings
and bring members valuable information to help
them continue to make the best decisions for their
property, thus reducing consumption and energy
costs.

San Antonio 2030 District has a great list of
professional stakeholders who work closely with the
district to ensure that together we reach our goals.
By providing members with products and services,
helping them to create a roadmap to realizing their
energy and water efficiency goals and implement
projects that will help them gain greater efficiency.

•

Extend your organization's reach by creating
partnerships

•

Recognition in the community as a member

•

Connections with other like-minded
organizations and companies

•

Expand the brand awareness of your
organization

•

Get recognition in the community for your
efforts

•

Bring greater efficiency and better building
performance to customers

San Antonio 2030 District Annual Report 2017 • 12

Building Members

MWM Associates
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San Antonio 2030 District Leadership Council
The 2017 Leadership Advisory Council provided critical input and connections for development of the district.
In addition to setting the peer example for participation in the district, the council members recommended
program topics and approved interim benchmarks for district performance. Most importantly, the council
members aided in recruiting their peers to the district and informed the community about the benefits of the
district.
• Heather Gayle Holdridge (Chair),
• Kim Stoker, CPS Energy
LakeIFlatoArchitects
•

Anita Ledbetter, Build San Antonio Green

•

Brian Keller, Cleary Zimmermann Engineers

•

Doug Melnick, City of San Antonio

•

Eric Webster, Trane

•

Jose Torralva, Bexar County

•

Clare Lassus, LPA, Inc

•

Marc Migliazzo, EIS Lighting

•

Nic Jones, AACOG

•

Beth Keel, San Antonio Housing Authority

•

Pam Hannah, San Antonio Museum of Art

•

Steve Graham, San Antonio River Authority

2030 Districts Network Board of Directors
Brett Phillips, Unico, Network Board Chair
Jiri Skopek, Jones Lang LaSalle, Network Board Vice Chair
Tim Thiel, Covestro, LLC, Network Board Treasurer
Anna Siefken, Carnegie Mellon, Network Board Secretary
Cynthia Cicigoi, Cleveland 2030 District, Network Executive Committee
Emily Gordon, Stamford 2030 District
Tyler Harris, General Services Administration
Jason Kobeda, Major League Baseball
Vincent Martinez, Architecture 2030
Sara Neff, Kilroy Realty
Andrea Pinabell, Southface
Dave Pogue, CBRE
Jon Utech, Cleveland Clinic
Jenita Warner, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
Susan Wickwire, Seattle 2030 District
Jill Ziegler, Forest City Realty Trust
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JOIN US !
www.2030districts.org/sanantonio
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